Begonia scottii, a new species of Begonia from northern Sumatra, indonesia, is described and illustrated. The species is classified in the section Sphenanthera and a key to this and allied species within this section is provided.
Begonia scottii
Begonia robusta Blume affinis sed caulibus repentes, foliis subglabris, fructibus absque alatus vel alatus tantum usque ad 3 mm longos. Monoecious decumbent herb. Stem glabrous or with sparse multicellular hairs, usually creeping and rooted at nodes into the substrate for most of its length, aerial portion of stem (when present) to 35 cm tall. Stipules persistent, glabrous, ovate-lanceolate, 1.2-2.2 by 0.5-0.8 cm, apex apiculate, apiculus usually with sparse short glandular unicellular hairs, margin entire. Leaves alternate, held upright: petiole usually covered with long soft reddish multicellular hairs, these especially dense in the upper half, or occasionally with sparse hairs in upper half and glabrous in lower half, (9-)15-60 cm long, joining blade at an angle; blade asymmetric, both surfaces glabrous or with sparse minute multicellular hairs, main veins sometimes with long soft hairs like those of petiole, ovate, 8-22 by 6-20 cm, apex gradually or abruptly acuminate, base obliquely cordate, veins palmate, 6-8, margin occasionally shortly lobed, serrulate, teeth tipped by short glandular hairs. Inflorescence axillary, erect, cymose, bisexual. Bracts persistent while flowering but eventually falling, glabrous, elliptic, 0.8-1.6 by 0.4-0.5 cm, margin entire, with short glandular hairs. Pedicels: those of male flowers 1.5-2.5 cm long, with sparse unicellular hairs, those of female flowers 0.7-1.8 cm long, glabrous. Male flowers: tepals 4, white to pink-red, outer pair ovate, 1.2 by 0.6-1.1 cm, outer surface villous, apex rounded, base rounded, margin entire, inner pair oblong-ovate, 0.9-1.2 by 0.7-0.8 cm, outer surface glabrous, apex acute, base rounded, margin entire; stamens c. 75, arranged in a hemispherical cluster, actinomorphic, filaments free, 2.5-3 mm long, anthers elliptic to elliptic-obovate, 1-1.5 mm long, dehiscing via lateral slits, connectives projecting, rounded. Female flowers: bracteoles absent; tepals 5, entire, the outer ones villous on their outer surfaces, elliptic-obovate, subequal, 1-1.3 by 0.5-0.9 cm, apex rounded, base cuneate; ovary fleshy, with sparse hairs, suborbicular, 0.5-0.8 cm in diameter, wingless or occasionally with 3 subequal rounded-triangular wings to 3 mm long, 3-locular; placentae axile, bifid, bearing ovules on both surfaces; styles 3, greenish yellow, shortly fused at base, bifid, c. 5 mm tall, c. 8 mm wide at apex, stigmatic papillae in a spiral band. Infructescence 3-11-fruited; pedicels to 3.5 cm long; fruit indehiscent, fleshy, red to purple-red, with sparse hairs, suborbicular, 1-1.5 cm in diameter, wingless or occasionally with three subequal blunt wings, wings to 3 by 7 mm.
Distribution -Northern Sumatra.
Habitat & Ecology -Montane rain forest. Elevation 1125-1750 m. Terrestrial or occasionally growing upon dead fallen tree trunks.
Etymology -Named in honour of Mr. W. Scott Hoover who in recent years has collected Begonia extensively throughout indonesia. 
